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ABSTRACT:

This presentation will examine how Central Asia’s business geography has been fundamentally changing along with a rapid expansion of Chinese business activities of all sizes and a growing ethnic Chinese entrepreneurship. We will first examine the scale and scope of Chinese firms’ activities across the region, their business investment strategies and local responses of growing social anxiety. Secondly, a number of case studies will be introduced to articulate how state-to-state engagement creates a deeply asymmetric relationship and leads to numerous forms of exploitation (social, environmental and legal). The case studies will include the following: Tebian Electric Apparatus Stock Co. Ltd. (TBEA), Zhongguo Luqiao- China Road, Zhongguo Huangjin- China Gold. Thirdly, we will evaluate to what extent China can be a powerful magnate for the economic development of Central Asia, making comparisons with the African experience. The analysis will provide a critique of international business and management perspectives versus the development studies literature in respect to China’s growing economic and political clout in developing countries. The empirical evidence for the study comes from new field research conducted, at industry as well as firm levels, with over 60 face-to-face interviews in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and China between 2018 and 2019.  
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